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FOREWORD 

This report is the first publication in a series of five 
and partially fulfills the terms of a contract between the Town 
of Morehead City and the Division of Community Planning of the 
North Carolina Department of Conservation and Development.  The 
purpose of this contract is to render technical assistance to 
the Town of Morehead City in developing a plan for future physi- 
cal development of the town's planning area and subsequent zoning 
and subdivision regulations to control that development. 

The Town Planning and Zoning Board is the local body in 
immediate charge of developing a Land Development Plan for the 
Town and planning area and for making, reviewing, and recommend- 
ing plans, and ordinances to the Town Board of Commissioners for 
their review and action.  The Town Planning and Zoning Board mem- 
bers meet on the second Thursday of each month and more often 
when the need arises.  Each meeting is attended by a professional 
planning consultant from the N.C. Division of Community Planning. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this study is to present background informa- 
tion on past population, social and economic trends and charac- 
teristics of Morehead City and its environs.  The study also con- 
tains projections of future trends, and suggests actions that 
may be taken by various governing bodies and private groups to 
shape the future development of Morehead City and its planning 

ar ea . 

In most cases information concerning past trends in the 
one-mile extraterritorial planning and zoning area surrounding 
Morehead City were not available.  However, a land use svrvey and 

housing count indicated that the population of the one-mile area 
is approximately 1790.  This population estimate and its impli- 
cations for the forthcoming Land Development Plan will be pre- 
sented in the text of that Plan. 

Population projections for the town are presented in the 
first section of this report and are used to determ. ine general 
land needs for the planning area for design year 1990. 

Social and Economic Characteristics are presented in the 
last two sections and comparisons are made between town, county, 
and state social and economic data.  In addition, suggestions 
are made for improving the social and economic status of the 
commun i t y. 



POPULATION 



POPULATION 

General Goals for Future Population 

Encourage a steady increase in population through coopera- 
tion by the town with the Chamber of Commerce which is in- 
volving itself with attracting tourists, new industry and 
retiring citizens. 

Induce young people entering the labor force to stay in 
Carteret County by improving job opportunities. 

Promote Carteret County as a recreation and retirement 
center. 

Plan the places where the increased numbers of people 
will work, play, and live so that Carteret County and More- 
head City will be attractive to tourists, industry, and 

Population Facts and Objectives 

Aggregate Population Trends 

FACTS:  The following facts summarize Table 1 found on 
page 5. 

Morehea d City: 

Morehead City's population in 1960 was 5,583.  Nine per- 
cent, or 613, of the 5,583 resided in areas annexed in 
the 1950»s. 

The present population of Morehead City is estimated as 
of October 1968 to be 5,760,-^ up 177 from 1960's 5,583 
population.  This estimate is based on a dwelling unit 
count figuring 3.3 persons per household as determined 
by the 1960 census. 

'-Population for the one mile extraterritorial planning area 
will be computed upon completion of the land use survey. 



Morehead City's population is projected to increase by 
about 437 people between 1960 and 1980. 

Morehead City's population is projected to be 6,000 
in 1980 and 7,100 in 1990.  These population figures 

are projected by determining the percent, 37, of 
Carteret County's population that resided in Morehead 
Township in 1950 and 1960.  Then it is assumed that 
this percent will remain constant through 1990.  (See 
Table 2).  Carteret County's population is projected 

to be 32,000 in 1970 and 37,800 in 1980.*  Thirty-seven 

percent of the 1970 and 1980 projected population of 
Carteret County is 11,900 and 14,000 respectively. 
Thus, Morehead Township is projected to have 11,900 
residents in 1970 and 14,000 in 1980.  Morehead City's 

population is projected in a similar manner as a per- 
cent of Morehead Township's population. 
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As mentioned above, Morehead City's population is pro- 
jected to be 6,000 in 1980 and 7,100 in 1990.  This 

projected increase will only come if jobs are avail- 
able for approximately one in every three new in-mi- 
grants.  This means 10 new job opportunities per year 
for the next eleven years for new Morehead City resi- 
dents, and 36 new job opportunities per year between 
1980 and 1990. 

^1980 Population Projections for North Carolina Counties, 

Division of Community Planning, Department of Conservation anc 
Development.  (October 1963). 



Negroes composed 1 77o of the 1960 population.  The 
Negroes are concentrated in North Morehead City 
between Bridge Street and Calico Creek between 10th 
and 16th Streets.  This is the area of lowest income, 
education, and housing quality. 

Fifty-five percent of the people in Morehead Township 
resided within Morehead City in 1960.  This is the 
lowest since 1940.  Unless Morehead City annexes the 
presently developing areas in the township, its per- 
cent share of township population will continue down- 
ward.  This means that the area on Morehead City's 
fringe will receive a greater percent of population 
growth. 

Morehead Township and Carteret County 

Morehead Township experienced a high steady rate 
of growth until the 1940-1950 decade when the 
growth rate soared to 70%.  However, between 1950 
and 1960 the township population increased by a rel- 
atively low 21%. 

Between 1950 and 1960, the township's population 
shifted westward along and near U.S. 70, N.C. 24, 
and Bogue Sound. 

The township will most likely continue its present 
urbanizing trend in the next two decades and will 
require more urban services such as water, sewer, 
fire, police, and recreation from either the munic- 
ipal or county government. 

The Land Development Plan for Carteret County pro- 
jected a population in 1986 of approximately 40,000. 
Morehead Township, using past trends as a basis, 
should have about 35% or 14,000 people of this 40,000. 
If these projections hold true, by 1985 Morehead Town- 
ship will have to accommodate about 4,000 new people. 
Almost the equivalent of another Morehead City whose 
present population is estimated to be 5,760. 

According to the Land Development Plan for Carteret 
County , the population could go as high as 60,000 by 
1986.  Assuming Morehead Township will accommodate 
35% of the 60,000, the population of the township 
would be 21,000 or an addition of approximately two 
Morehead Citys, 



Carteret County's growth rate was relatively stable 
until the 1940-1950 decade when its population in- 
creased by 26%.  Between 1950 and 1960, the rate of 
growth dropped to 19%, still a respectable growth 
rate. 

To accommodate gracefully and efficiently an increase 
of approximately 6,500 people by 1990, Morehead Town- 
ship should be developed according to similar land 
development policies established by cooperation be- 
tween the Morehead City Town Board and Planning Board 
and the Carteret County Commission and County Plan- 
ning Board.  The plans of these two governing units 
and subsequent zoning and subdivision controls will 
determine the 1990 environment in which the citizens 
of Morehead Township will live. 

OBJECTIVES: 

To provide for the increased population of  1990 living 
areas with standard water and sewer facilities, stan- 
dard park and recreation facilities, good access to 
places of work and good access to shopping areas, 
attractive and inviting places to shop, safe and con- 
venient access to schools and parks, and safe and 
decent housing, and 

To work with the county for continued expansion of 
tourist activity and industrialization on which popu- 
lation increases will be based. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

The Town Board should adopt land development and 
redevelopment policies in a Land Development Plan 
that will insure the orderly development of land in 
Morehead City and its one-mile extraterritorial plan- 
ning area which extends up to one-mile in all direc- 
tions beyond Morehead City's corporate limits. 

The Town Board should prepare codes and ordinances 
based on the policies adopted in a Land Development 
Plan. 

The Town Planning Board should meet every six months 
with a committee appointed by the County Planning 
Board to consider land development policy and land 
development problems of mutual concern to the town, 
and the county.  The Town Planning Board should then 
recommend any changes in town land development poll- 



cies it deems necessary to the compatible development 
of Morehead Township, to the Town Board of Commis- 
sioners. 

POPl'LATION DISTRIBTTIOX PERCfNTAC L--= I :i CARTERET COL'NTY 

FOE MOREHEAD CIIV AXD MOBEIIEAD TOWNSHIP 



Migration Trends 

FACTS: The following facts summarize Table 2 found on 
page 5. 

Morehead City: 

Five hundred thirty-two citizens between the ages of 
20 and 35 left Morehead City and either moved out of 
the county or into the suburbs of Morehead City.  Such 
a movement to the suburbs explains part of the 70% 
increase in Morehead Township's population between 
1950 and 1960. 

Four hundred ninety-four more people, above 45, resided 
in Morehead City in 1960 than in 1950. 

The number of school age children increased by 426 
during the last decade. 

Morehead City had a net gain of 439 people.  This gain 
was a result of annexation in the 1950's. 

Carteret County: 
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Carteret County gained 2,199 school age children 5-19 
in 1960 over the 5,933 in 1950, indicating that Car- 
teret County is expending funds to educate its citizen; 
and then not providing them with matching job oppor- 
tunities. 



Carteret County gained 1,959 people over 45 years of 

age during the same decade, with high percentage gains 
in the above 55 age group meaning that the county is 
attracting retiring citizens. 

It is projected that by 1980 the number of people over 

55 years will increase by 11 °U   to 1,611   reflecting the 
attraction Carteret County has to increasing numbers 
of retiring citizens. 

The increase projected by 1980 for school age children 
(5 to 19) will be 52% to 10,958.  This age group will 
require additional expenditures in education and recre- 
ation facilities. 

The projected population distribution by age of Car- 

teret County in 1980 shows a decline in the number of 
people between 30 and 55 and an increase in the number 
of people below 30 and above 55 years old.  To have a 
strong population and economic base, more job oppor- 
tunities should be provided for males between 30 and 

55 years old. 

OBJECTIVES: 

Objectives, goals, and policies of public bodies, 
private groups, and individuals will alter and 
shape future migration patterns. 

Some alternative objectives are listed as follows: 

To prevent future out-migration of people in the 30 
to 55 age group by seeking new industry and the expan- 
sion of existing industry, including tourist trade, 

To establish Carteret County as a retirement and recre- 
ation area thereby expanding the economic base of the 
county and Morehead City, and 

To establish a balanced economy with more high-wage 
industries, expanded tourism, increased port activity, 
and increased numbers of retiring citizens in the 
county. 

RECOMMEMDED POLICY: 

Presently, the Carteret County Chamber of Commerce is 

carrying the industrial development program.  The Indus- 
trial Division of the Carteret County Chamber of Com- 
merce is working to broaden the industrial base of the 



county.  The Industrial Division is continuing the pro- 
gram of the former Carteret County Industrial Development 
Commission dissolved by the Carteret County Board of 
Commissioners on November 30, 1967.  The former Indus- 
trial Development Commission and the present Industrial 
Division of the Chamber of Commerce have been success- 
ful in attracting a wood finishing plant and a steel 
tank fabricating plant.  Presently, the Chamber's 
Industrial Division is working on industrial site 
development in the county.  These sites may be wisely 
used if the Industrial Division can find the time and 
money to develop the following suggestions. 

1. Choose the type of industries desired. 

2. Inform these industries about the particular 
advantages Carteret County offers for their 
industry by phone, letter, or personal visit. 

3. Provide site alternatives within the county so 
that industries may have a choice as to particu- 
lar county location. 

4. Be prepared to provide each site with utility 
and service requirements of the particular indus- 
tries being sought. 

The expansion of educational opportunity is a segment 
of economic growth that attracts industry of high 
income caliber.  With the increasing interest in the 
sea as a source of food for increasing world popula- 
tions and the deepening interest in the study of the 
ocean and oceanic life, the Industrial Division of 
the Chamber should study the possibility of encour- 
aging the development of Carteret County's Marine 
Research,and Technical Education facilities into a 
center for marine life studies and related indus- 
tries.  Such a core of study could become a magnet 
to industries concerned with development of ocean 
products.  Carteret County is in a good position to 
develop this potential in its future economy. 

The goals of the Carteret County Overall Economic 
Development Program should be implemented by Carteret 
County with the aid and support of the Morehead City 
Town Board of Commissioners.  These goals are as 
fo 1 lows: 

1. Sewage disposal systems should be developed 
throughout the county that are standard and 
can meet the demands of new industry. 



2. Exploration and protection of fisheries resources 

3. Better fish processing methods so that the fish 
products industry may be expanded. 

4. Tourist trade promotion to expand this vital 
element of the economy. 

5. Increased promotional efforts to increase the 
number of retiring citizens in Carteret County, 

6.  Transportation links between the industrial pied- 

mont and the Morehead City Port should be pro- 
moted by resolutions from governing bodies and 

pressure from private groups on the State Legis- 

lature and the State Highway Commission. 

10 
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Statement: of Social Goals 

Improve educational opportunities for those citizens with 
poor educational backgrounds by expanding adult education 
opportuni ties. 

Improve the educational chances for those first entering 
school by providing preschool educational opportunities 
for culturally deprived children. 

Expand efforts to provide safe, sanitary and livable 
housing for lower income families through code enforce- 
ment, public housing, and private and public rehabili- 
tation efforts on present housing. 

Provide income producing opportunities for all citizens 
by promoting economic development in Carteret County 
through the Industrial Division of the Chamber of Commerce^ 

Provide increased technical training to unskilled citizens 
so that their income levels may be raised and that the 
skills of the labor force of Carteret County will be up- 
graded to attract higher wage industries. 

Educa t ion 

FACTS:  The following facts summarize the data in Table 4, 
page  11 . 

In 1960 the educational level of Morehead City's popula- 
tion, measured by median grade completed, was 10.5 com- 
pared with 9.4 for the county, 10.4 for urban North Caro- 
lina and 10.6 for the United States. 

In 1960, of those people 25 years and older, 18/i in More- 
head City had some college study compared to 12% for Car- 
teret County and 10.2% for urban North Carolina.*  This 
level of education is characteristic of resort areas that 
attract higher income, higher educated people who are 
re t ir ing. 

Forty-one percent of the persons over 25 in Morehead City 
only completed the eighth grade.  This low figure is com- 

"U.S. Census of Population 1960. North Carolina General 
Social and Economic Characteristics, U.S. Department of Commerce- 
Bureau of the Census, Table 4/, page 35-16 7. 

12 



TABLE 4 

EDUCATION LEVELS IN MOREHEAD CITY AND CARTERET 

COUNTY FOR PERSONS TWENTY-FIVE AND OVER 

Cart eret County 

Number 1 Numbe r 1 

Twenty-Five & Over 3084 8113 

No Educat ion 53 1. , 7 167 2. 1 

Elementary 1-4 275 8. ,9 762 9.3 

5-6 341 11, , 1 1194 14. 7 

7 320 10, ,4 896 11. I 

8 276 8, ._9 849 10.4 

41, .0 47.5 

High School 1-3 547 17, . 7 1455 17.9 

4 713 23. J_ 1756 21.7 

40, ,9 39.6 

College 1-3 364 11, .8 540 6.6 

4 195 6. .J_ 494 6. 1 

18. 1 12. 7 

Median Grade Completed:  Morehead City 10.5 
Carteret County 9.4 
Urban North Carolina 10.4 
UnitedStates 10.6 

Source:  U.S. Census Population (35c: 35-250 table 83, 35-236 
table 81, and 35-285 table 
87). 

13 



mendable.  However, continued effort should be made to 
reduce this percent even further. 

OBJECTIVES: 

To increase the educational opportunities for retiring 
citizens , 

To establish programs for disadvantaged preschool 
children, and 

To train the young unskilled workers in the county. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

The Carteret County Board of Co mm issioners should develop 
and expand adult education programs designed to meet the 
needs of retiring citizens and to increase the skill 
levels of younger unskilled citizens.  This would best be 
done through the Technical Institute in the county.  In- 
creased funds and programs should be directed toward 
expanding curriculum of the Technical Institute. 

The Town Board of Morehead City should actively support 
by resolution the Industrial Division of the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Technical Institute. 

Housing 

The most dilapidated housing in Morehead City in 1960 
was in the areas where 73% of the residents were Negro. 
The percentage of Negroes in Morehead City in 1960 was 
177o.  A 1968 survey has been made in conjunction with the 
land use survey to determine the present condition of 
housing in Morehead City.  This survey will be discussed 
in the land use survey and analysis report.  Recommenda- 
tions for improving housing conditions will be made in 
tha t report. 

Income 

FACTS:  The following facts summarize data in Tables 5 and 6. 

In 1960 median family income for Morehead City was $200 
higher than the median family income in Carteret County. 
It was $577 lower than median family income in urban North 
Carolina.  The seasonal nature of many jobs in the Moreheac 
City area gives partial explanation to this low urban 

14 



income level.  Morehead City had a high percentage of 
employment force in professional and service occupations. 
This is compared with relatively lower percentages for the 
professional and service occupations in both Carteret 
County and urban North Carolina. 

As mentioned earlier, Morehead City's median income in 
1960 was lower by about $600 per year than the median in- 
come for all urban areas of North Carolina.  Income in 
Urban North Carolina was approximately 4% higher in the 
$7000 to $9999 class than Morehead City's and 5.5% higher 
in the above $10,000 class. (Table 5). 

Approximately 50% of the families in Morehead City had 
income between $3,000 and $7,000 in 1960.  This indicates 
the presence of a strong middle income group in Morehead 
City and Carteret County.  North Carolina does not reflect 
this strong middle income group. 

One-third of the families in Morehead City had income 
below $3,000.  In Urban North Carolina and Carteret County, 
the percentages were from 6% lower to 5% higher.  This 
indicates that Morehead City citizens are better off than 
Carteret County's citizens.  On the other hand, they ="^° 
in a poorer economic situation than in other urban a] 

OBJECTIVE: 

The objective of increasing the income of lower income 
groups in Morehead City is to be accomplished through 
the efforts and the implementation of the recommendations 
made in the section on Migration Trends.  These recommenda- 
tions as well as those in the Education section include 
the expansion of adult education programs at the Carteret 
County Technical Institute. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

The Carteret County Board of Commissioners should encour- 
age its Community Action Program with increasing the skill 
levels of the unskilled and semi-skilled citizens of Car- 
teret County.  This should be done through the Technical 
Institute and through federal programs available for job 
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training and human development. These programs should 
be defined and developed to the fiscal capacity of the 
county. 

The Town Board of Morehead City should support by reso- 
lution and where possible with financing programs to in- 

crease the skill level and the educational level of theii 
citizens. 

TABLE 5 

FAMILY INCOME DISTRIBUTION 

Morehead City, Carteret County and North Carolina, 1960 

Kl  1 Fami 1 lei 145b 

Under $1000 135 

1000 - 1999 146 

2000 - 2999 195 

3000 - 3999 

4000 - 4999 

5000 - 5999 

6000 - 6999 

7000 - 7999 

8000 - 8999 

9000 - 9999 

10,000- 

10. ti 

15.1 

6870 

615 

10 

300 

105 

o 2 5     12.1 

377     12.8 

624 9 . 1 
3 3 01?.    4 3.3 

4. 4 

1. 5 

^52,140 100.0 

28,118 6.2 

40,144 8.9 

53,355 11.8 
J5_,579 

3 3 , ij 2 ij 

22,303 

16.215 
13i 40t 

!7. 1 

58,295 12.9 

54,239 12.1 

52,626    11.6 

43 .031 9.5 
4 75^814  4h.2 

4.9 

3.6 

i . 3 

TABLE 6 

MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME 

, Carteret Countv and North Ca 

Family 6. Unre ii 
Individuals 

Morehead City 

54,200 

3 , 666 

$H,058 

2 ,907 

North Carolina 

S t ,i t c    Urban 

53,956   54,843 
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ECONOMY 

Statement of Economic Goals 

Low density, high value added manufacturing industries 
should be sought. 

Prospective, long term growth industries such as instru- 
ments and research industries should be promoted. Espe- 
cially, those specializing in ocean research. 

The needs of Cherry Point Marine Corps Air Station for 
off base housing should be satisfied. 

The development of a four lane limited access highway be- 
tween the port and Morehead City and the Piedmont region 
to speed the delivery of goods between the port and the 
Piedmont and to speed the movement of population seeking 
recreation to Morehead City. 

Emp1oyment 

FACTS:  The following facts summarize the data in Tables 7 
and 8,  data from recent Employment Security Com- 
mission reports, and other pertinent census data. 

Employment in Carteret County has been over the past 
years centered in retail trade.  The future of retail 
trade employment is dependent on the development of a 
basic economy of industry and tourism. 

Retail and Tourist Trade: 

Morehead City in 1960 had 30% of its work force 
engaged in retail and wholesale trade compared with 
237., for Carteret County and 16% for the State.  This 
indicates the importance of retail trade in Morehead 
City, a trade which is based on the tourist industry. 

Morehead City had 10% more of its labor force engaged 
in trade than did other urban North Carolina cities. 
This was caused by the impact of tourist trade in More- 
head City that is lacking in most of the other North 
Caro lina cities. 

Employment in retail trade increased 2 1% in Morehead 
City and 22?„ in Carteret County between 1958 and 1963. 
This was due to increased population in the county and 
rapidly increasing tourist trade in both Morehead City 
and Carteret County. 
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In 1963, 54°/o of the 343 business establishments in 
Carteret County were tourist oriented, further indica- 
ting the importance of tourist trade in Carteret County. 

Also, in 1963, 15% or 4.3 million dollars of Carteret 
County's 29.5 million dollars in retail sales were for 
tourist oriented products and services. 

Morehead City Port: 

Total tonnage at the port has declined since 1961.  This 
decline was due to Humble Oil's phasing out of its port 
operations.  (Table 7) 

The trend in general cargo, contrasted with bulk 
liquid cargo, is up and port officials expect this 
upward trend to be strong in the future. 

Two new general cargo berths have been added as well as 
4.6 acres of new covered warehouse space.  A new fish- 
meal operation, general cargo, has just started opera- 
tion at the port.  Also, phosphate storage and shipping 
is expected to increase the general cargo tonnage. 
Port officials predict that ships calling to load phos- 
phate will find it advantageous to load or discharge 
other types of general cargo. 

According to the Overall Economic Development Plan for 
Carteret County, the port can grow more rapidly and 
compete more effectively with Norfolk and Charleston 
only if better transportation to the Piedmont Crescent 
is provided. 

Cherry Point Marine Air Station: 

Morehead City and Carteret County, in 1960, had a very 
high percentage of their labor force in civil service, 
from 10 to 14 percent higher than in urban North Caro- 
lina.  These figures illustrate the dependency of the 
area economy on governmental activities. 

The primary source of civil service employment is at 
Cherry Point.  According to Cherry Point officials, 
Carteret County had 40% of the 1967-68 Cherry Point 
civilian employment of 1750,or 700 people.  In 1967 
there were 970'' persons employed in government service 

'-'■'Annual Average Work Force Estimates 1967 , 
Security Commission of North Carolina. 

Employment 
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TABLE 7 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE PORTS ACTIVITY 

MOREHEAD CITY, NORTH CAROLINA 
(in Tons) 

GENERAL CARGO       ASPHALT & 
YEAR IMPORT      EXPORT PETROLEUM MILITARY GRAND TOTAL 

1960 7,093.40 100,668.06 274,619.32 125,223.34 507,604.12 

1961 6,968.04 105,693.12 250,619.67 181,897.62 545,178.45 

1962 4,093.89   97,208.85 171,470.43 147,687.54 420,460.71 

1963 16,369.56 103,975.22 171,324.86 50,480.70 342,150.34 

1964 10,019.24 118,062.97 171,779.83 118,850.71 418,712.75 

1965 5,758.07 149,027.77 265,489.36 63,195.25 483,470.45 

1966 7,246.88 131,370.45 239,904.90 42,211.43 420,733.66 

1967 13,718.41 118,545.48 194,918.74 38,558.98 365,741.61 

(non-military) in the estimated work force for Carteret 
County.  An estimated 700 or 727o were employed at 
Cherry Point.  It is estimated by these same Cherry 
Point officials that Carteret County's share of in- 
creased employment will remain constant while total 
employment is estimated to increase to 3250 by 1970. 
That will mean 1300 civilian employees from Carteret 
County. 

Other Employment Facts: 

Finance and real estate were of greater importance as 
an employer in Morehead City than in either the county 
or the state, because of the demand for financing 
tourist oriented business, and the work involved in 
providing the finances necessary to a center of local 
trade . 

Personal and professional services comprise 26% of the 
Morehead City labor force compared with 8% in the county 
and the state.  This 18% difference demonstrates More- 
head City's strength as a trading center. 

Unemployment in Carteret County has dropped from 10.97,, 
in 1962 to 6.6% in 1967.  This is a significant improve- 
ment, reflecting to some degree national trends.  More 
significantly, however, the lower unemployment rate is 
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due to the local efforts to train and place unskilled 
and unemployed workers by such programs as the Carteret 
County Community Action Program. 

The above facts indicate the overwhelming importance of 
Morehead City as a trading center in Carteret County 
and as a potential tourist center in North Carolina and 
the east coast of the United States. 

OBJECTIVES : 

The basis for future growth of the area economy is 
expansion of tourist trade and the port.  Objectives 
towards these ends are as follows: 

1) To increase the volume of tourists visiting Carteret 
County by improving the aesthetic quality of More- 
head City, by increasing the length of the tourist 
season, and by increased tourist advertising in 
North Carolina and the eastern United States. 

2) To increase the volume of port activities by ex- 
panded port facilities, active promotion campaigns 
for new port related industries, and increased 
pressure for high speed access to the recreation 
and manufacturing needs of the Piedmont Crescent. 

3) To provide faster access and more adequate parking 
to places of retail and service trade, and 

4) To provide adequate loading and unloading space for 
trucks Servicing retail, wholesale, and service 
establishments. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

The Morehead City Town Board with the cooperation of 
the Morehead City Merchants' Association should plan 
and provide more parking space to the downtown-water- 
front area.  These plans should be based on the find- 
ings of a land development plan. 

The Morehead City Town Board's Beautification Commis- 
sion charged with aesthetic improvement of Morehead 
City, should work with the Town Planning Board, the 
Merchants' Association, county groups, and various 
civic groups, to improve the aesthetic quality of More- 
head City so that more tourists will visit the area. 
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Downtown Morehead City should be unified with the water- 
front into one shopping area.  This can be accomplished 
with landscaped pathways linking the two,and shared 
parking facilities.  This action will increase the move- 
ment of tourists between downtown Morehead City and the 
wa terfront . 

Adequate and convenient parking near downtown and the 
waterfront must be developed for the increased popula- 
tions of 1990 if Morehead City is to retain its domi- 
nance in retail and tourist trade. 

To significantly extend the tourist season, the fami- 
lies of North Carolina must be attracted to the ocean. 
One way of attracting the family tourist is to begin 
two day family courses on the ocean and ocean life. 

This course could be held on Saturday at the Marine 
Science Laboratory or Carteret Technical Institute and 
extend to Sunday for field trips.  This would give 
families a good excuse to break from the school year 
rout i ne . 



Commerce and Trade 

Retail Trade 

FACTS:  The following facts summarize Table 9, page 22. 

Morehead City between 1958 and 1963 had a 30% increase in 
retail sales from eleven million dollars to fourteen 
million dollars.  This increase reflected increased amounts 
of tourist trade.  This increase has continued and between 
1955 and 1967, tourist trade in Carteret County increased 
one million dollars from eight to nine million. 

OBJECTIVE: 

Higher levels of retail trade coupled with population 
shifts to the west make shopping center investment in the 
near future quite possible.  This will hurt the downtown- 
waterfront area of Morehead City.  Plans to make the down- 
town-waterfront area more accessible and more aesthetically 
pleasing should be based on the land development plan. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Retail sales will increase as tourism and population, 
based on expansion of basic industry, are increased.  The 
present efforts of the Chamber or Commerce need more sup- 
port iro,. those who stand to "rofiL cue   r.iost from popula- 
tion and euoiior.iic oinanciou.  The merchants in the area 
shoula participate with more financial support. 

Wholesale Trade 

FACTS:  The following facts summarize Table 9 and other 
pertinent census data. 

The number of wholesale establishments in Carteret County 
declined between 1958 and 1963 from 51 to 47.  Morehead 
City lost all four of these establishments.  These were 
the only losses in the entire county. 

The number of employees on corresponding work weeks ending 
nearest November 15 in 1958 and 1963 increased in the 
county by 61 employees and decreased in Morehead City by 
3 7 emp 1 oy e e s. 

Following the downward trend, wholesale sales in More- 
head City dropped by 5.5 million dollars or 28% between 
1958 and 1963.  In the remainder of the county, wholesale 
sales increased by 1.5 million dollars.  However, the 
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wholesale sales decline in Morehead City resulted in a 
3.9 million dollar, 17% loss for the county. 

These facts reflect a trend toward consolidation by 
wholesale establishments and the concentration of 
trucking facilities in towns with more loading and 
storage space. 

OBJECTIVES: 

To provide for the location of wholesale establishments 
near major transportation facilities. 

To encourage location of wholesale warehousing and 
industrial parks, such as the port, in which ample 
loading, parking, and storage space would be available, 
and 

To provide other industrial park space for a wholesale 
warehouse serving as a bulk break point for retail mer- 
chants in Morehead City.  This would keep semi-trailer 
trucks out of congested retail areas. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

The town planning board should locate a warehouse site 
that may be used to serve retail stores.  The next step 
should be to help develop the warehousing facilities of 
the port and to attract port related wholesale establish- 
me nt s. 

The Town Board of Morehead City should work with the Indus- 

trial Division of the Chamber of Commerce for the location 
and construction of a central trucking facility to support 
Morehead City's and Carteret County's retail trade.  Major 

trucking firms should be approached about this idea and 
involved in the making of central trucking facility plans. 

Service Trade 

FACTS:  The following facts summarize the data in Table 9. 

Morehead City lost 24 service establishments between 195! 
and 1963.  However, Morehead City service establishments 
increased total sales by $456,000 or 40% above the 1958 
sales. 

By comparison Carteret County service receipts increased 
by 2 8%. 
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These facts indicate the loss of marginal service estab- 
lishments and an increasing trend in consolidation of 
service establishments and personnel.  The increased sales 
can be attributed to increased tourist trade. 

OBJECTIVE: 

To increase receipts to the service industry in Morehead 
City by improving the aesthetic environment in which ser- 
vices are offered to the local and tourists consumers. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

The Town Planning Board of Morehead City with the coopera- 
tion of the Merchants' Association and the Beautification 
Committee should improve the environment in which services 
are offered to tourists and local customers. 
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SUMMARY 

The population projections and obvious economic trends 
toward greater tourist and retail trade form a framework in 
which the upcoming Land Development Plan will be developed.  The 
recommendations for social and economic improvement are tied 
directly to the implementation of community improvement plans 
and community zoning and subdivision controls.  Without improved 
and expanded parks, open space, and municipal services, the 
planning area may well reach the point of strangulation by 1990. 
Further, such improvements must be complimented with controls 
over private land development practices to insure that the land 
is not wasted and misused.  The Morehead City planning area 
can be an asset to both conservationist and industrial develop- 
ment promoters if proper planning and land use controls are 
established and enforced. 
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